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OVER 23 MILLION  COPIES SOLD 
READ IN  OVER 44 LANGUAGES 

 
MARC LEVY has been Franceôs bestselling novelist for the past eleven years running 
(GFK research). Published in 44 languages, Levy also enjoys an international readership. 
In Germany, his sales exceed 2 million copies; in Italy, over 500,000 copies; in Spain, 
over 500,000 copies; in Russia, over 600,000 copies.  
 

 
 
Publishers include: Brazil (Objetiva), Bosnia (Bosanska Rijec), Bulgaria (Uniscorp), 
Canada (McArthur & Co.), Catalonia (Columna), China (Shanghai Translation), 
Germany (Blanvalet), Greece (Modern Times), Hungary (Konyvmolykepzo), Indonesia 
(Bentang Pustaka), Italy (Rizzoli), Korea (Yolimwon), Lebanon (Dar Al-Khayal), 
Netherlands (De Boekerij), Poland (Albatros), Portugal (Pergaminho), Romania (Trei), 
Russia (Atticus), Serbia (Laguna), Spain and Latin America (Planeta), Taiwan (Business 
Weekly), Thailand (Amarin), Turkey (Can Yayinlari), Ukraine (Machaon), Vietnam 
(Nha Nam). 
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PRAISE FOR 
MARC LEVY 

 
ñOur very own Dan Brown!ò           ï Livres Hebdo 
 
ñMarc Levy possesses a special talent to make the unbelievable believable.ò 

ï LôEst R®publicain 
 
ñA wonderful world where love and friendship flourish, where the imaginary transcends 
both daily life and human relationships.ò           ï LôEst Eclair 
 
ñA must-read. . . Marc Levy mixes a brilliant cocktail of emotion, suspense and humor, 
and does so with cinematic flair. . . A real accomplishment.ò          ï Le Matin 
 
ñ[Marc Levyôs] books speak to the heart. His worldwide success shows that it is 
universal.ò                ï Paris-Match 
 
ñIn this hilarious and endearing novel, the author continues to weave through the 
themes he so enjoysðthe intersection between friendship and romance, humility and 
courage, the true love of others and self-fulfillment.ò            ï Le Matin 
 
ñMarc Levy is an unrivaled storyteller for adults. The book is full of moments of humor 
and lasting tenderness, true questions on the nature of love, an innate sense of 
structure, and as ever, an astonishing imagination which brings to life the drama of the 
human condition. Once again, the magic works!ò          ï Le Parisien 
 
ñThis is exactly what a novel should beðideal reading for a rainy weekend. And what is 
it that makes this story so compelling? The mystery. . . a magical tale that takes readers 
from the United States to Europe and back again, and sustains the suspense until the 
very last page.ò                 ï Le Temps 
 
ñAs always, Marc Levy creates brave, bold characters who dream with the hopes and 
imagination of youth.ò              ï Télé 7 Jours 
 
ñMarc Levy has found a recipe for success: heartwarming novels that flirt with fantasy, 
told with simplicity. His books are accessible to all and make for great travel companions 
even at home on a bookshelf, their pages are dusted with the sand of a summer beach 
vacation.ò              ï Ouest France 
 
ñHis stories make us dream, his writing fills us with emotion.ò             ï Elle 
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THE STRANGE JOURNEY 
OF MR. DALDRY  

 
A Novel 

 

Marc Levy 
 

430 pages 
Material: copies in French  

Original Publication: April 2011  
Original Publisher: Robert Laffont 

 
 

ñOne of Marc Levyôs best novels to date.ò ï Le Figaro 
Over 500,000 copies sold in 5 months  

 
 
Alice is a ñnoseòða creator of perfumes. She is passionate about her work and her only 
distraction from her job is her motley group of friends, who convene for late night 
soiréees in her apartmentðmuch to the annoyance of her cantankerous neighbor, Mr. 
Daldry. On Christmas Eve 1950, something happens that will change Aliceôs life 
forever: during an outing to Brighton with her friends, a fortune teller makes a 
mysterious prediction about Aliceôs future. Alice has never believed in soothsayers but 
she cannot stop thinking about the old womanôs words.  
ñThe most important man in your life was walking behind you a few moments ago. To find him, 
you will have to undertake a long journey and meet six people who will lead you to him. You have 
two lives in you, Alice. The life you know and another one, which is waiting for you. . .ò  
 
From then on her nights are plagued with nightmares that are as real as they are 
incomprehensible. Aliceôs neighbor, Mr. Daldry, notices the unrest that the fortune 
teller provokes in Alice. For reasons he will not reveal, Daldry encourages Alice to take 
the predictions seriously and convinces her to set off to find the six people who will 
shape her fate. To make sure that Alice does not change her mind, the eccentric 
bachelor even agrees to accompany her on the journey. . .  
 
The Strange Journey of Mr. Daldry takes us into the heart of Europe in the 1950s, into lives 
that are haunted by the demons of a recent past. Itôs a story of friendship and things left 
unsaid, personified above all by Mr. Daldry, an unforgettable character who is as 
passionate as he is restrained, as serious as he is funny, as reliable as he is surprising. 
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TOMORROW IS 
ANOTHER LIFE 

 
A Thriller 

 

Thierry Serfaty 
 

360 pages 
Material: copies in French  

Original Publication: May 2011 
Original Publisher: Albin Michel 

 
 

ñA virtuoso suspense novel combined with a fantastic love story.ò ï 24 Heures 
 

 
Jamie wakes up in his house; a beautiful woman appears and wraps her arms around 
him. Two young boys jump into his arms. The scene is picture-perfect, but there is just 
one problem: Jamie has never laid eyes on any of them before. Is this his dream come 
true, or a nightmare? Hours later, Jamie receives a call from a woman whose voice he 
recognizes immediately: Inès, the woman he thought was his wife. 
 
In this gripping thriller, Jamie Byrne runs from murder and blackmail, and struggles to 
find the fine line between dream and reality. He embarks on a desperate quest to 
discover his fate, pitted between imminent death and perfect love. 
 
Praise for Tomorrow Is Another Life: 
ñAn enjoyably modern tale in which Serfaty toys with his readersô imagination. Full of 
suspense, plot twists, and even a dash of poetry.ò               ï Le Figaro Littéraire 
 

ñThis extremely effective pageïturner confirms that Thierry Serfaty is indeed Franceôs 
own Harlan Coben. Thrilling.ò               ï Balthazar 
 

ñThierry Serfaty takes on the great American novelists at their own game. . . This novel, 
unique and unsettling, is close to perfection.ò         ï Télé Z 
 

ñA brass-knuckles thriller conducted at a breakneck pace.ò       ï La Provence 
 
THIERRY SERFATY is the author of six thrillers, and lives in Paris. He has been translated 
in a dozen languages. His website is www.thierryserfaty.com.  
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THE 
SAVAGES 

 
A Novel ï Volume 1 

 
 

Sabri Louatah 
 

300 pages 
Material: manuscript in French 

Original Publication: January 2012 
Original Publisher: Flammarion 

 

 
A riveting modern tale, told with biting humor and heartbreaking insight.  

This novel marks the début of an immensely talented writer.  

 
 
On the eve of the presidential elections the whole country is buzzing: for the first time 
in history, a candidate of Algerian heritage might win. You can hear the dismay of some 
that the next French President might be an Arab, and the snide murmurs of others 
whose cynicism will keep them from voting. . . But the overwhelming noise on the street 
comes from those who eagerly embrace ñchange they can believe in.ò  
 
It is against this backdrop that the sprawling Nerrouche family gathers to celebrate a 
wedding in the former mining town of Saint-Etienne, in the center of France. Young 
Krim should be focused on his mission for the dayðhe is the best man for his favorite 
cousin Slimane (a.k.a. Slim). But Krim is restless and distracted.  
 
Is it the palpable unease surrounding the alliance between a Berber groom and an Arab 
brideðboth French-born, both of Algerian origin, but whose families get on like oil and 
water? Is it the nagging suspicion that the groom might be gay? Or is it the flow of text 
messages that Krim keeps receiving from his mysterious Paris-based cousin, Nazir (the 
only family member to be conspicuously absent from the festivities)? 
 
As this gripping twenty-four hour countdown unravels, and Krim hops on a fast speed 
train heading to the nationôs capital, we hold our breath as we watch the way family and 
politics collide and the hopes of a nation are undone.   
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With a combination of ease, grace and an uncanny sense of urgency, twenty-seven-year-
old Sabri Louatah brushes away the boundaries between literary and commercial fiction. 
The Savages is paced like a thriller, but its in-depth, intimate exploration of a superbly 
dysfunctional family, its vulnerable and flawed characters, have the intensity, mystery, 
and disturbing quality of first-class literary fiction.  
 
Louatah has created The Savages as a novel in four volumesðbringing together the 
ambition and scope of nineteenth-century literary epics and the best in modern day 
(addictive) television series.  
 

 
 

ñI wanted to be a novelist. And so I spent years educating myself on 
my own. Proust and Tolstoy were my favorite authors, but the 
American writers of the second half of the twentieth century truly 
inspired me: Saul Bellow, Philip Roth, John Updike, and especially 
Vladimir Nabokov. Then in the midst of the fall 2005 riots, I read 
Demons by Fyodor Dostoyevsky. I understood that my country was 
broken and at that point I realized that I wanted to tell the story of this 
fracture. I needed unstable emotional territory to do so, a zone of 
discomfort, a place that was still raw: so I chose my large and 
rambunctious family, and wrote the first volume of The Savages.ò  

 
ï Sabri Louatah 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SABRI LOUATAH  is twenty-seven years old and 
lives in Paris, France. Thanks to his insatiable 
appetite for American writers, his English is 
fluent. In 2005, while riots were breaking out 
across France, he read Demons by Dostoyevsky, 
and was inspired to write this novel.  
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MR. 
PEANUT 

 
A Novel 

 

Adam Ross 
 

342 pages 
Material: finished copies in English 

Original Publication: June 2010  
Original Publisher Alfred A. Knopf 

 

 
ñThe début of an enormously talented writer. . . Mr. Ross is a literary gymnast [and] a 
sorcerer with words. . . He can write powerfully and evocatively about the mundane, 
day-to-day routines of marriage, about the terror and grief of losing a child, about the 
bright chemistry of early love.ò   ï Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times 

 

 
David Pepin has been in love with his wife, Alice, since the moment they met in a 
university seminar on Alfred Hitchcock. After thirteen years of marriage, he still canôt 
imagine a remotely happy life without herðyet he obsessively contemplates her demise. 
Soon she is dead, and David is both deeply distraught and the prime suspect. 
 
The detectives investigating Aliceôs suspicious death have plenty of personal experience 
with conjugal enigmas: Ward Hastroll was happily married until his wife inexplicably 
becomes voluntarily and militantly bedridden; and Sam Sheppard is especially sensitive 
to the intricacies of marital guilt, having decades before been convicted and then 
exonerated of the brutal murder of his wife. 
 
Like the Escher drawings that inspire the computer games David designs for a living, 
these complex interlocking dramas are structurally and emotionally intense, subtle, and 
intriguing; they brilliantly explore the warring impulses of affection and hatred, and 
pose a host of arresting questions. Is it possible to know anyone fully, completely? Are 
murder and marriage two sides of the same coin, each endlessly recycling into the other? 
And what, in the end, is the truth about love?  
 
A police procedural of the soul, a poignant investigation of the relentlessly mysterious 
human heartðand a first novel of the highest order. 
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SELECTED AS ONE OF THE TOP BOOKS OF 2010 
THE NEW YORK TIMES ð THE NEW YORKER 

THE ECONOMIST 
 

ñThe most riveting look at the dark side of marriage since Whoôs Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 
And it induced nightmares, at least in this reader. No mean feat.ò    

    ï Stephen King, Entertainment Weekly 

 ñAn enormous successðforceful and involving, often deeply stirring and always 
impressively original. . . A brilliant, powerful, memorable book.ò 

ï Scott Turow, front page, New York Times Book Review 

ñAs ingenious as it is riveting.ò                                 ï Richard Russo 

ñGripping. . . This highly original début used the police procedural as a hall of mirrors 
to reflect pleasure and guilt, marriage and murder.ò                   ï Financial Times 

ñThe noirish plot and brilliant writing keep you turning pages.ò             ï The Daily Beast 

ñA deliciously clever book, full of dark insight and even a touch of hope.ò 
ï The Economist 

ñDark, dazzling. . . .A Rubikôs cube of a story that reads like a postmodern mash-up of 
Tolstoyôs Kreutzer Sonata, Edward Albeeôs Whoôs Afraid of Virginia Woolf and one of James 
M. Cainôs noirish mysteries. . .ò                        ï The New York Times 

ñBrilliantly conceived. . . Mr Peanut is as dense and complex as it is readable, moving 
and addictive."                ï Le Monde 

Rights to Mr. Peanut sold in 15 languages: Brazil (Companhia), Canada 
(HarperCollins), Czech (Plus), France (10/18), Germany (Piper), Holland (Podium), 
Israel (Kinneret), Italy (Einaudi), Japan (Kokusho Kankokai), Korea (Hyundaemunhak), 
Poland (Sonia Draga), Romania (Polirom), Turkey (Yapi Kredi), UK (Jonathan Cape), 
US (Knopf). 
 
ADAM ROSS lives in Nashville, Tennessee, with his wife and two daughters.  



-12- 

LADIES 

AND GENTLEMEN 
 

Short Stories 
 

Adam Ross 
 

250 pages 
Material: copies in English 

Original Publication: June 2011 
Original Publisher: Alfred A. Knopf 

 

 
ñAll-enveloping tales, well-paced, tense and driven by effortless proseé the kind that 
make you ignore repeated calls to dinner.ò ï The New York Times Book Review 

 

 
Adam Rossô stunning collection of stories about brothers, loners, lovers, and young 
people navigating lives full of good intentions, misunderstandings, and obscured 
motives. A hotshot lawyer, burdened by years of guilt and resentment, comes to the aid 
of his irresponsible kid brother, only to realize heôs a pawn in a treacherous scheme. A 
man down on his luck closes in on a mysterious job offer while doing a good turn for 
his fragile neighbor, but his efforts backfire in a surrealðand hilariousðmanner. . .  
 
Laced throughout with glimmers of redemption and a refreshing combination of 
warmth, cynicism, these noirish narratives have a youthful energy that belies their hard-
won wisdom, and together they showcase one of Americaôs truly essential new writers. 
 
"These stories are packed with exquisite characters, their lives swollen with the past and 
bursting in the present. . . This collection is masterfully written, gripping, unforgettable." 

ï Tom Rachman, author of The Imperfectionists 
 
ñRossôs work here feels quietly revolutionary. He has managed to wed the masterful 
plotting of Chandler with the exquisite characterization of Carver.ò           ï Boston Globe 
 

Rights to Ladies and Gentlemen sold: Canada (HarperCollins), France (10/18), Germany 
(Piper Verlag), Holland (Uitgeverij Podium), Italy (Einaudi), UK (Cape), US (Knopf). 
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THE OTHER WORLD 
 

A Novel 
 

Filippo dôAngelo 
 

225 pages 
Material: manuscript in Italian 

Original Publication: March 2012 
Original Publisher: minimum fax 

 

 
A biting and innovative literary début 

An intellectual quest to uncover a lost, libertine novel 
set against the backdrop of a world on the brink. 

 
 

Summer 2001: Genoa is abuzz with preparations for the G8 and young protesters taking 
to the streets with calls for a better world.  
 
Twenty-eight-year-old doctoral student Ludovico is oblivious to the anti-globalization 
movement. His self-obsessed parents ï 1960s protesters turned ineffective intellectual 
complainers ï have left him derisive about politics in general. Instead, he is possessed by 
a long forgotten utopian novel by Cyrano de Bergerac, The Other World, the last chapter 
of which he hopes to uncover.  The only person who seems to understand him is his 
younger sister, Umberta, who imitates Ludovicoôs pessimistic and self-destructive ways. 
 
As the G8 summit approaches and riots break out across Genoa ï the old world 
seemingly about to disintegrate ï Ludovico spirals further into his literary mystery, 
tracking its disappearance as he travels to Paris and then Moscow, only to discover that 
it holds a significance for his own uncertain era. 
 
In this striking d®but novel, Filippo dôAngelo creates a gripping, mordant, darkly funny 
literary puzzle. Framed within a stunning indictment of bourgeois complacency and 
idealism of all stripes, The Other World is a rare achievement ï a literary tour de force by 
any standard. 
 
FILIPPO DôANGELO was born in Genoa in 1973. A specialist in 17th century Libertine 
literature, he has taught at la Sorbonne in Paris, where he now lives. The Other World is 
his first novel. 
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AND WHAT IF 
THIS WERE LOVE? 

 
A Novel 

 

Sophie van der Stap 
 

256 pages 
Material: copies in Dutch 

Original Publication: Spring 2011 
Original Publisher: Prometheus 

 

 
ñThe love for men, the love for Paris:  

Everything is love in this delectable novel.ò  
  ï Flair 

 

 

And What if This Were Love? follows the unusual friendship between 28-year-old Tara and 
63-year-old Madame de Grenelle and reveals what it takes to be young at any age. Tara, a 
Parisian socialite, spends her nights living the good life, always with a charming but 
disposable boyfriend at her side. Madame de Grenelle, Taraôs neighbor and a recluse, 
spends her days watching the world of her small neighborhood, incorporating her 
observations at night into a life-long study of human nature.  
 
Both of them acknowledge the monotony of their lives and yearn for change. Tara, 
struggling to escape her superficial life, finds an unexpected companion in Madame de 
Grenelle. The friendship that grows between them changes them both forever. 
 
And What if This Were Love? is a colorful and dynamic novel about growing up while 
staying young at heart. Set in a small Parisian neighborhood, it presents a microcosm of 
human relationships and the fascinatingðif sometimes unexpectedðcoincidences that 
bring us together.  
 
SOPHIE VAN DER STAP was diagnosed with a rare form of cancer at age twenty-one. She 
wrote about her new life of shared hospital rooms, hair loss, gossiping nurses, and sexy 
doctors in her refreshingly candid memoir, Girl with Nine Wigs, which went on to 
become an international bestseller and won the Bart prize for ñMaking the Impossible 
Possible.ò  
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NINE  WIGS IS BEING ADAPTED FOR FILM  

After the international success of Girl with Nine Wigs, Sophie released her second book 
in 2008 about her journey after her illness entitled A Blue Butterfly Bids Farewell. Sophie 
is a columnist for the Dutch press, a TED Conference speaker and the international 
ambassador and spokesperson for Orange Ribbon International, a charity organization 
whose primary mission is to prioritize the eradication of child cancer. Today Sophie is 
twenty-eight years old. She lives in Paris and travels all over the world to give readings. 
Her cancer is in complete remission and she is enjoying life as much as possible. She 
still occasionally wears wigs. Her most recent work is the essay Outdoor Games in which 
she explores the need for individuality and freedom.  

 
ñStap has proven with her latest novel that she can really write!ò ï De Volkskrant 

 
Praise for Girl with Nine Wigs: 
ñAn astonishing record of a year in the life of an extraordinary woman. As illness threatens 
her life she lives life to the full and when she most fears death she learns to seize the day.ò 

ï De Telegraaf 
 

ñNot just another book from a cancer patient writing about her disease. It is stylistically 
so sparkling that you could describe Sophieôs book as a story about a girl who discovers 
her writing abilities through her life-threatening illness.ò                ï Gazet van Antwerpen 
 

ñSophie is. . . the Lance Armstrong of young Dutch women. She can express herself better 
with her many wigs than the champion cyclist with his yellow jerseys.ò                ï Geestddrift 
 

ñWhat Sophie has written is truly a masterpiece; she has managed to seize the lightness in the 
gravest of situations.ò                                                                                         ï Der Spiegel 
 
Rights to Girl with Nine Wigs sold in 17 countries: Brazil (Safra), Canada/French (Libre 
Expression), China (Shanghai Insight), Denmark (Gads Forlag), France (Presses de la Cité), 
Germany (Droemer), Hungary (K.u.K), Italy (Bompiani), Indonesia (Eter Imania), Japan 
(Soshisha), Korea: Solgwahak), Lebanon (Cadmus), Lithuania (Baltos Lankos), Portugal 
(Bertrand), Spain (Ambar), Taiwan (Eurasian), Vietnam (Nha Nam). 
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JUST 
BEFORE 

 
A Novel 

 

Fanny Saintenoy 
 

125 pages 
Material: manuscript in French  

Original Publication: September 2011 
Original Publisher: Flammarion 

 

 
ñYou have given a sense of happiness  
To someone who rarely savored it. . .ò 
                               ï Daniel Pennac 

 
 

Just Before opens with the voice of thirty year-old Fanny, the youngest of four generations 
of women. She is by her great-grandmotherôs side, watching over her in her last hours. 
In alternating voices, Fanny and her great-grandmother tell their stories. A novel of love 
and longing, Just Before captures the story of these four women, and through the 
glimpses into their worlds, that of a century. 
 
From Paris and the South of France, through Rajasthan and the Indian desert, the 
women evoke memories of romance on the riverbanks of the Seine, of facing the sudden 
loss of a husband in a concentration camp, of the Champs-Elysées on Liberation Day, of 
seeking freedom from the constraints of marriage. . .  
 
These strong and inspiring women each reveal how they faced the unknown. Moving 
and bittersweet, Just Before is a novel for mothers, daughters, and generations to come.  
 

 
ñA delicate and moving first novel, marked by tremendous freedom, joy, and insight. 

Saintenoy displays panache and balance, steering clear of easy tricks and 
sentimentalismðthis blend makes the strength of this book.ò         

           ï Josyane Savigneau, Le Monde 
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NOMINATED FOR THE FNAC AND  
LIRE/V IRGIN PRIZES, FALL 2011 

 
Praise for Just Before: 
ñA novel full of emotion, which stays with the reader for a long time. A true gem!ò ï Lire 
 
ñThis profound novel charms the reader by its straightforward simplicity.ò              ï Elle 
 
ñIn her début novel, Fanny Saintenoy writes with a profound lightness and elegant 
simplicity.ò             ï LôExpress Style Magazine 
 
ñIn Just Before, Fanny Saintenoy interweaves the portraits of a young woman with that of 
her great-grandmother in a sharp and honest way.ò         ï Le Magazine Littéraire 
 
ñA moving novel. We truly identify with the story, which brings to mind our own stories 
and childhood memories.ò             ï femme actuelle.fr 
 
ñIn the words of Daniel Pennac, the novelôs encouraging ógodfather,ô Just Before is filled 
with a óstrange joy.ô Perhaps this is because this short tale grows from the same source as 
life itself. Youôll read it in one sitting.ò 

ï Le Pèlerin 
  
ñA sensitive and heartfelt first novel.ò             ï Version Femina 
 
ñJoy wins out on the difficulties of life and death. [Just Before] is a poetic, funny, and 
charming read.ò  

ï Ouest France 
 
ñA truthful, subtle, at times humorous novel.ò  

ï Sud Ouest 
 
ñThrough to the end of this moving interwoven portrait 
[of two women], Fanny Saintenoy excels in mastering 
simplicity, spices up the narrative with a mix of humor 
and poetry, and creates emotion without artifice.ò 

ï Page des Libraires 
 
 
 
FANNY SAINTENOY is thirty-nine years old and lives in 
Paris with her two children. Just Before is her first novel. 
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THE PROMISE OF AIR 
 

A Novel 
 

Jocelyn Seagrave 
 
 
 

264 pages 
Material: manuscript in English 

 
 

 

 
This gripping and moving début novel takes us into the heart of an unknown world 

where the lives of an American woman and a Burmese woman collide.  
 

 
After a miscarriage, Nanda longs for an escape. She feels stifled by her Californian life, 
her predictable husband, by routine, by the yoga classes and the smug mothers. Nanda 
decides to set off on a journey through Burma, the birthplace of her mother who died 
when she was a child. She knows little of the country beyond the few words of Burmese 
that her grandmother taught her and that her trip will coincide with the legendary water 
festival. As a diver and underwater photographer, Nanda sees the world most clearly in 
the depths of the sea. It is there that everything comes into focus. Most importantly, 
underwater holds the promise of air. 
 

In this gripping and moving first novel, Seagrave takes us into the heart of Burmaðits 
tribes and politics, its traditions and its superstitions, its treachery and its beauty. Over 
the course of a few days, the life of an American woman collides with that of Khin-Khin, 
her Burmese guideða chatty young woman who has her baby constantly strapped to her 
chest. Both will emerge changed forever. It is in turns a story about loss and acceptance, 
about resistance and courage. Above all it is about the fragile, visceral, conflicting pull 
that is the indecipherable yearning for motherhood. 
 
 
JOCELYN SEAGRAVE was born in 1968 in Thailand, and raised in Asia and the US. She 
is the daughter of the acclaimed authors Wendy Law-Yone and Sterling Seagrave. Today 
Jocelyn lives in St. Louis with her husband and two children. This is her first novel. 



-19- 

SUMMER 
 

A Novel 
 

Tom Darling 
 
 
 

229 pages 
Material: manuscript in English 

Original Publication: Spring 2012 
Original Publisher: Little, Brown UK 

 
 

At once disturbing and compelling, Summer is a deeply atmospheric  
exploration of grief, loss, death, and regeneration. 

 
 
The children arrived soon after midday. The car that brought them stayed only as long as it took to 
unload their luggage, and of that there was very little: just two identical cases, one for each child. 
The children were themselves alike. Even their eyes appeared to bear witness of similar things.  
 

Together they stood, nearly touching at the shoulder. The journey had been a long one. They both 
felt the urge to stretch, but neither did so. They understood that, under the eyes of the old man, 
something like stretching would have been overly frivolous for such an occasion. So, instead of 
stretching, they remained as motionless as possible, and awaited instruction. 
 
When Grace Hooper, on the verge of womanhood, and her nine year-old brother Billy 
are left orphaned by a freak accident at the beginning of a long, hot summer, they find 
themselves cast adrift from their old life and numb with grief. 
 
Sent to stay with their estranged grandfather on the remote farm where their mother 
grew up, they must try to uncover a new understanding of the world and their place in 
it. But in the relentless heat and the unnatural calm of the near-deserted farm, nature 
itself soon becomes both enemy and allyðand as the bond between brother and sister 
disintegrates, Grace discovers that the farm hosts a tragic past and an uncertain future. 
 
Rights to Summer sold: Italy (Fandango). 
 
TOM DARLING was born in 1978. He has an M.Phil. from Trinity College, Dublin. He 
has worked as a scriptwriter, editor, a farmhand, a forester, and a freelance journalist. 
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TO GREET  
THE SUN 

 
A Novel 

 

Claus von Bohlen 
 

292 pages 
Material: copies in English 

Original Publication: June 2011 
Original Publisher: Old Street Publishing 

 
 

One Life. Two heroic acts, half a century apart. 
 

 
Otto Eisinger, an elderly German émigré living alone in Brazil, attempts to thwart a pair 
of armed robbers and is brutally beaten. When the Brazilian media get hold of the 
security camera footage, the old man instantly becomes a national hero. As he 
convalesces in hospital, Otto is visited by his housekeeperôs grandson, Pietro, a young 
journalist eager to understand the motives behind this heroic act of bravery. In a 
morphine-induced haze, and prompted by the uncanny resemblance between Pietro and 
Siggi, his closest childhood friend from his time in the Hitler Youth, Otto begins to 
relive memories that he has spent a lifetime suppressingðand whose meaning he has still 
not fully understood. 
 
To Greet the Sun is a richly imaginative evocation of growing up under the Nazi regime. It 
is at once a touching coming-of-age story, a psychological study of repressed trauma, 
andðnot leastða moving, sometimes comic account of an unlikely friendship that 
bridges continents and generations. 
 
"A tender, troubling exploration of heroism, loyalty and belonging, To Greet the Sun captures the 

heady confusion of youthful friendship in prose that is full of beauty and brutality." ï Tash Aw 
 
CLAUS VON BOHLEN was born in London in 1977. He read Philosophy and Spanish at 
Oxford University, before stints in film production and publishing. Following a masters 
in psychology, he now works for the Gaza Community Mental Health Program. He is a 
descendent of the Krupp von Bohlen und Halbachs whose family company 
manufactured heavy arms in Germany throughout the World Wars.  
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THE MERDE 
FACTOR 

 
A Novel 

 

Stephen Clarke 
 

250 pages 
Material: manuscript available Spring 2012 

Original Publication: Fall 2012 
Original Publisher: Transworld UK 

 
 

Paul West is back in Paris, and back to square one. . . 
 
 

Alone and unemployed in a tiny sublet apartment, Paul needs a plan. He takes a job 
that his conniving former boss gets him setting up a restaurant in a fancy new artistsô 
residence, one of the Minister of Cultureôs pet projects. But the mixture of Parisian art 
snobs and diehard civil servants proves tricky to handle, in addition to which Paul 
quickly realizes that the civil servants hate the snooty minister and want the artistsô 
residence turned into a holiday camp for government workers. He finds himself in the 
middle of a face-off between the unions and management: one false move could bring 
the whole of the French civil service out on strike.  
 
Meanwhile Paul has also agreed to be a judge in a poetry competition which his old 
friend Jake has entered, desperate to win first prize: the chance to see his obscene and 
excruciatingly awful poems published. Things go from bad to worse as Jake puts 
increasing pressure on Paul to vote for him, despite howls of protest from the audience, 
and a French-language defense group turn up demanding that French poets should be 
allowed to enter. . . Chaos is never far away, and Paulôs life is once again teetering on the 
brink of complete meltdown in the latest installment from the bestselling author of the 
Merde series. 
 
A Year in the Merde publishers include: ANZ (Random House), Brazil (Record), 
Canada (Penguin), Croatia (Algoritam), Czech Republic (Albatros), Estonia (Sinisukk), 
France (Laffont), Germany (Piper), Hungary (Ulpius), Latvia (Zvaigzne), Lithuania 
(Baltos Lankos), Poland (W.A.B), Portugal (Presença), Romania (RAO), Russian 
(Fluide), Taiwan (Muses), Thailand (Freeform), UK (Transworld), US (Bloomsbury). 
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THE ADVENTURES 
OF OSCAR PILL 

 
A Young Adult Series 

 

Eli Anderson 
 

400 pages per volume 
Material: copies in French, manuscript in English 

Original Publication: 2009/2010/2011/2012 
Original Publisher: Albin Michel 

 
 

What if you could travel inside the human body? 
 
 
Deep within the fortified walls of Cumides Circle, the Council of the Medicus is 
convening an emergency meeting: the Black Prince has just escaped after 13 years of 
imprisonment and the Pathologus have their leader once again. The Medicus must act 
quickly for they are the only ones with the power to stop these evil beings intent on 
destroying humanity. The order must be reunited and the young Oscar Pill initiated.  
 
Just like any other twelve year-old boy, Oscar Pill's daily life is filled with brotherly 
teasing, playground intrigues, and schoolboy crushes. He leads a perfectly ordinary life, 
that is, until the day he discovers he has a secret gift, and that he belongs to a very 
special order: the Medicus. Oscar is called to Cumides Circle, a strange dwelling where 
trees can talk and move about, where booksðoften stubborn creaturesðhave voices, and 
where, most importantly, Oscar discovers that it is possible to travel inside living beings, 
including other humans. Summoned to join the battle against the Pathologus, Oscar 
embarks on an adventure that will change his life. 
 
Oscar's journey will open the gateways to the five Universes. Traveling from the 
Universe of Hepatolia (vol. 1), to the Universe of Spiros and Kardia (vol. 2), the 
Universe of Embrye (vol. 3), and the Universe of Genetys (vol. 4), Oscar has to learn to 
master his own powers as a Medicus and to prove himself by accomplishing the missions 
assigned to him. Along the way, he begins to shed light on the mysteries of his past and 
to understand why this ancient conflict has come to center on him. His adventures 
culminate in a terrifying confrontation with the Grand Pathologus that unfolds in the 
most fascinating and dangerous universe of all, the Universe of Cerebra (vol. 5).  
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OVER 100,000 COPIES SOLD 
CURRENTLY BEING ADAPTED FOR FILM BY 

WARNER BROS. WITH  HEYDAY FILMS /  
DAVID  HEYMAN TO PRODUCE. 

 
The Adventures of Oscar Pill are a roller-coaster ride of intrigue, adventure and pure 
ingenuity. The human body is transformed into a fascinating field of exploration, 
yielding discoveries that are at times both terrifying and fun. It provides a battlefield 
upon which Oscar, his friends and his enemies, meet in the eternal struggle between 
Good and Evil. 
 
The Revelation of the Medicus (vol. 1) was published in France in 2009, The Two Kingdoms 
(vol. 2) in May 2010 and The Secret of the Ancients (vol. 3) was published at the end of 
October 2010. The Ally of Darkness (vol. 4) will be published in November 2011, and 
Volume 5 in Spring 2012. 
 
ñIncredibly original, Eli Andersonôs fantastic young adult saga is as enthralling as 

those of J.K. Rowling, Philip Pullman, or Alison Goodman.ò ï 24 Heures 
 
Rights to Oscar Pill sold in 14 languages: Brazil (Editora Desiderata/Ediouro), Canada 
(HarperCollins), Estonia (Sinisukk), France (Albin-Michel), Greece (Patakis), Hungary 
(Cartaphilus), Italy (Mondadori), Japan (Kadokawa), Korea (Sodam & Taeil), Poland 
(WAB), Russia (Atticus), Serbia (Laguna), Spain (Destino), Turkey (Pegasus). 
 

 
 

 
ELI ANDERSON (a pseudonym for Thierry Serfaty) was a doctor who interned in child 
psychiatrics and oncology, and wrote his doctoral dissertation on the significance of 
illness for children. Before writing Oscar Pill, Serfaty practiced medicine for several years. 
His experience working with children and writing lead him to mix his imagination with 
his knowledge, his curiosity with his experience, and he started to write Oscar Pill.  
 

www.oscarpill.com 
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NOT THE LAST 
GOODBYE 

 
Memoir/Health 

 

David Servan-Schreiber 
 

176 pages 
Material: copies in French, manuscript in English 

Original Publication: June 16, 2011 
Original Publisher: Editions Robert Laffont 

 
 

ñA book of dignity, sincerity, and breathtaking beauty. 
In this often joyous account, David Servan-Schreiber helps us look at death and 

prepare ourselves to die well. A very powerful read.ò   ï Le Point 
 

 
I knew the prognosis. Sooner or later, it would come back. I could slow down the inevitable; I could 
gain a few years. But there was nothing I could do to make this cancer disappear forever. So this 
was it. This was the relapse. The Big One. 
 
To be completely honest, a part of me had started to believe, secretly, that the cancer wouldnôt 
return. But my more rational side had never stopped reminding me that it would. I told myself, 
ñIôll cross that bridge when I come to it.ò 
 
And thatôs what I did. I still had some fight left in me. 
 
This is the story of an award-winning psychiatrist and neuroscientist who was diagnosed 
with a brain tumor by his own MRI machine at the age of thirty. It is the story of a 
doctor turned patient who, after overcoming cancer against the odds, started a twenty 
year crusade to inform people about the disease and inspire them to take responsibility 
for their health. It is the story of a husband and father who is told that the cancer has 
returned, and that he only has a short time left. This is a story about dying. But, most of 
all, it is a story about living. 
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FROM THE AUTHOR OF INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER 

ANTICANCER, SOLD IN 40 LANGUAGES 
 
DAVID SERVAN-SCHREIBER passed away on July 24, 2011, after a twenty-year battle with 
cancer. His book Anticancer, about the body's natural defenses against tumor growth and 
how to use them for prevention and enhancement of conventional treatments, was an 
international success. Rights were sold in 40 languages, it was a number one bestseller in 
France and an immediate New York Times bestseller. To date, over 1.8 million copies 
have been sold worldwide. Not the Last Goodbye is a number one bestseller in France. 
 
Rights to Not the Last Goodbye sold in 18 languages: ANZ (Scribe), Brazil (Objetiva), 
Bulgaria (Iztok-Zapad), France (Laffont), Germany (Kunstmann), Holland (Kosmos), 
Hungary (Park), Italy (Sperling & Kupfer), Israel (Modan), Korea (Joon Gang), Norway 
(Arneberg), Poland (Albatros), Portugal (Caderno), Romania (Elena Francisc), Spain 
(Espasa Calpe), Taiwan (China Times), US (Viking), UK (Rodale-Macmillan). 
 

Praise for Not the Last Goodbye: 
ñ[David Servan-Schreiber] weaves his personal experience through other peopleôs stories 
to address the terrible questions that each one of us must one day face.  Clear and 
poignant. . . much more than a personal testimony. ò          ï Le Nouvel Observateur 
 
ñA staggering manual for living. To read, re-read, re-reread, to meditate and re-meditate 
upon. Such clarity in these 156 pages! Such sweetness and serenity! Honest through and 
through. The essence [of the book] is also in the sweet song of his sentences and his 
infinite knowledge of the relationship between body and soul. From the dark place 
where he has been for the past year, he enlightens us, pacifies us, consoles us.ò 

ï Paris Match 
 
ñA book without pathos. Serene and arresting. Dense and 
upsetting. Each word rings true, each memory lingers, each 
detail of his life, now in limbo, brings us closer to the human 
condition. This book is a gift. He doesnôt say what he knows, he 
shares what he feels. [David Servan-Schreiber] is made of steel; 
he has guts, humility, and lots of love.ò                                ï Elle 
  
ñA positive, greatly intelligent and poignant work.ò 

ï Michel Denisot, Le Grand Journal, Canal Plus 
 
Recipient of the Figaro Award ñfor his courage, for gaining time 
in his battle with cancer, and for successfully giving hope.ò 
                   ï Figaro Magazine  
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BRAIN SURGERY IN THE BUSH: 
HOW ONE DOCTOR BENT THE RULES 

 TO SAVE LIVES  
 

Narrative Non-Fiction 
 

Tony Bartelme 
 

300 pages 
Material: proposal in English, November 2011 

 
 
 

In Latin, the word for doctor isnôt healer. Itôs teacher. 
An inspiring story about a doctor who found a new way to teach, based on an 

investigative series which was a finalist for the 2011 Pulitzer Prize in Journalism. 
 
 

In a missionary hospital on the edge of Tanzaniaôs Great Rift Valley, a three-year-old girl with 
hydrocephalus awaits brain surgery needed to save her life. Two men stand next to her. One is 
Dilan Ellegala, an American neurosurgeon who trained at the University of Virginia and 
Harvard; the other is Emmanuel Mayegga, a clinician with little formal training who grew up in a 
mud hut near the hospital. The two men have been preparing for this moment for months. Dilan 
steps aside and asks Mayegga to pick up the bone cutter and proceed. 
 
A Sri Lankan by way of South Dakota with a shaved head and six-foot frame, Dilanôs life 
has never been about taking the easy road. Heôd always stood out and was used to 
getting results, and in 2006 he finished fourteen grueling years of medical training to 
become one of the nationôs top neurosurgeons. But his success had come at a great 
personal cost.  
 
After years of sleepless nights and endless rotations, Dilan needs a break from American 
hospitals and decides to volunteer in Africa. When he arrives at Haydom in Tanzania, 
the only hospital interested in a neurosurgeon, Dilan gets more of a break than he 
anticipated. Unable to perform even simple surgeries because the hospitalôs only bone 
cutter is rusty with disuse, he is relegated to being a mere observer and he doesnôt like 
what he sees.  
 

As in countless other hospitals in developing countries, Haydom depends on foreign 
medical missionsðdoctors from Europe and America that practice their specialty for a 
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few weeks and leave. These foreigners run the show, while the local Tanzanian clinicians 
stand in their shadows, never getting a chance to develop their skills. Although a 
participant in the system himself, this dependency on foreign aid infuriates Dilan and 
sets him apart from his Western colleagues.  
 

After weeks of frustration, the ever resourceful Dilan uses a basic wire saw he bought 
from a local farmer to perform brain surgery. He is bending the rules, but at least heôs 
back in the operating room, rather than turning patients away with easily-treated but 
life-threatening head injuries. But the real problem at Haydom isnôt the lack of 
resources: itôs the shortage of skilled local doctors. In Tanzania, a nation of 43 million 
people, there are only three neurosurgeons, and no medical schools equipped to train 
more. When Dilan returns to America, those patients will be left untreated yet again. 
 

When he meets Emmanuel Mayegga, who would be a talented doctor if only he had 
received more than basic medical training, Dilan sees an opportunity. This man has the 
intelligence, confidence and drive that make a successful surgeon, and Dilan decides to 
train him, starting with the basics and then moving on to more complex procedures. 
With each lesson Mayegga grows more confident and skilled, asking fewer questions, 
needing less guidanceðuntil one day a girl dying of hydrocephalus comes in and 
Mayegga successfully performs the surgery on his own.  
 

Dilanôs experience in Haydom changes him. Back in the US, he regularly checks in with 
Mayegga to track his progress and keeps in close touch with Carin Hoek, a Dutch 
pediatrician at Haydom. When his Chief of Neurosurgery asks him to choose between 
his work in Africa and his career, Dilan drops everything and returns to Tanzania. Carin 
meets him at the airport. Months later, on the same airstrip in front of 5,000 guests, 
they are married, with Mayegga as their best man. 
 

Splitting their time between the States and Tanzania, Carin and Dilan run the NGO 
Madaktari (Swahili for ñdoctorsò). Today, through Madaktari, hundreds of doctors are 
not only treating patients, but also teaching their skills to 
create a sustainable new model for global health. The 
Tanzanian government has even structured its entire health 
care system around this ñtrain-forwardò approach.  
 

Based on TONY BARTELMEôs series, which was a finalist for 
the 2011 Pulitzer Prize for journalism and published in the 
Charleston Post and Courier, Brain Surgery in the Bush is an 
unexpected story of hope and possibility amid poverty, 
despair, and dependence. The experiences of Dilan, 
Mayegga, and Carin are testimony to the power of the 
human spirit and the ever-present potential to change our 
world.  
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FACING THE 
TORTURER 

 
Narrative Non-Fiction 

 

François Bizot 
 

255 pages 
Material: copies in French, manuscript in English 

Original Publication: September 2011 
Original Publisher: Flammarion 

 
 
At once a personal essay, a historical and philosophical meditation, and a first-

hand encounter with Duch, a former Khmer Rouge commander and 
one of the most infamous mass-murderers alive today. 

 
 
Fall 1971, near the temples of Angkor, Cambodia.  
Thirty year-old ethnographer François Bizot is captured by the Khmer Rouge and 
detained in the jungle for three months, accused of spying for the CIA. His jailer, a 
young revolutionary named Duch, risks his own life to have the falsely-accused prisoner 
freed.  
 
Spring 2009, Cambodian Genocide Trial. 
For the first time since the two were together in the Cambodian jungle, Bizot comes face 
to face with Duch when the former Khmer Rouge commander is awaiting trial for the 
torture and execution of prisoners in the Phnom Penh prison of Tuol Sleng.  
 
The most common, and understandable, view would be that Duch is a monster, 
somehow separate from humankind. Unable to reconcile the young man who saved his 
life with the war criminal who terrorized and sent to their death countless innocent 
people, Bizot challenges the assumption that men such as Duch are fundamentally 
different from the rest of us. By analyzing four key points in his own life, which have 
shaped his analysis of human nature and its potential to commit horrendous acts, and 
comparing them with moments in Duchôs life, Bizot comes to recognize how close that 
monster is to himself, and how indistinct the line between criminal and common man 
truly is.  



-29- 

BY THE AUTHOR  OF ACCLAIMED 
MEMOIR THE GATE  

 
As a young man, Bizot longed to be part of the fight for a better world, as did Duch. 
However, decades later, when Bizot visited Tuol Sleng prison, he realized that the same 
man who saved his life was responsible for acts of unspeakable cruelty and orchestrating 
a living hell. In spring 2009, Bizot was the first witness to testify in front of the 
International Court, in a hearing which resulted in Duchôs thirty-five-year sentence for 
the murder of an estimated 14,000 people.  
 
Facing the Torturer will join a very short list of important books about manôs personal 
responsibility in collective crimes.  
 
ñIt would be all too easy if this man was a monster, not a member of the human race. 
We could use the slogan ónever againô and move on. But the deep horror is that this 
man is normal, that in other circumstances he could have been an effective and well-
liked manager, an honest and incorruptible civil servant. Through his very qualities 
he became a mass murderer. Does that exonerate him from these crimes? Certainly 
not. But it does force us to question ourselves in a way that is deeply unsettling.ò 

 ï Francois Bizot 
Praise for Facing the Torturer:  
ñAs much a report on the events in court as a passionate and eloquent memoir.ò  

        ï Le Monde 
 
ñTen years after the worldwide success of The Gate ï the account of his incarceration 
under the Khmers Rouge ï François Bizot revisits this devastating experience in an 
exceptional book. This is more than just an important historical account ï it provides 
an incredibly precise and gripping dissection of the prisonerôs mind-frame. A profoundly 
literary endeavor to pull back the veils that we use to remain at a distance from mass 
murderers.ò               ï Marianne 
 
ñA gripping account. To his unforgettable first book, Bizot adds this new chapter: a 
book that is more than an eyewitness accountðan anxious, troubled meditation on the 
mirror that can reveal the worst of murderers.ò             ï Télérama 
 
Publishers of The Gate: Australia (Random House), Greece (Polis), Holland (Fagel), 
Italy (Ponte alle Grazie), Japan (Kodansha), Poland (Noir sur Blanc), UK (Harvill), US 
(Knopf). 
 
Rights to Facing the Torturer sold: ANZ (HarperCollins), Brazil (Companhia das 
Letras), UK (Rider), US (Knopf), Vietnam (Nha Nam), Gaumont (Film). 



-30- 

THE MASTER 
OF CONFESSIONS  

 
Narrative Non-Fiction 

 

Thierry Cruvellier 
 

300 pages 
Material: finished copies in French 

Original Publication: September 2011 
Original Publisher: Gallimard 

 
 

In the tradition of Gitta Sereny and Hannah Arendt,  
An eye-witness account as compelling as a true-crime thriller. . . 

By turns deeply-moving and funny. . . 
This brilliant investigation inspires anger and sympathy, admiration and repulsion. 

 
 

In the past fifteen years, Thierry Cruvellier is the only journalist in the world to have 
attended trials for war crimes and crimes against humanity before every international 
tribunal. Cruvellier was in The Hague and Sarajevo for trials following the war in ex-
Yugoslavia, in Freetown for Sierra Leone, in Arusha for Rwandaðand most recently, in 
Phnom Penh for the trial of the Khmer Rouge for the case against Duch, the man who 
was in charge of the torture prison center of Tuol Sleng, under Pol Potôs regime. 
 
Duchôs trial was different from any other: for the first time in an international war crime 
tribunal, the accused acknowledged his personal responsibility, pleaded guilty to most 
charges, and still went through a full trial. Every day, for six months, Duch inexhaustibly 
tried to explain what happened, how it happened, why it happened. And in so doing he 
asked for forgiveness from the victims. 
 
Cruvellier takes us into the heart of this particular tragedy, capturing the intensity of 
human drama as it unfolded, the twists of irony, the moments of mediocrity and 
magnificence, the illusions and disillusions of the players, through to a final, stunning 
coup de théâtre. . . 
 
Cruvellierôs account is as compelling as a true-crime thriller. He builds his narrative 
around the mysterious figure of Duchða torturer whom we all want to hate, but who 
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relentlessly struggles to escape the different roles everyone wants him to playé Is Duch 
the deviant monster depicted by the prosecutor? Or is he the born-again Christian, who 
is genuinely remorseful? Was heðand is he stillðjust a cogwheel in the system? Or is he, 
as his French lawyer brilliantly argues, a man just trying, courageously and on his own, 
to face up to his past? 
 
Ultimately, Duchðthe master of confessionsðdefies everyoneôs expectations. By turns 
deeply moving and funny, this tragi-comedy inspires anger and sympathy, admiration 
and repulsion. Drawing on his knowledge, unique experience and discretion, Thierry 
Cruvellier weaves through his own profound and understated humanity in a brilliant 
telling of this story.  
 
Praise for The Master of Confessions: 
ñMeticulous, analytical and gifted with exceptional observational skills, Cruvellierôs work 
is built around an unfailing, impartial, and all the more damning diligence. Cruvellier 
steps back and lets his reporting do the talking. He knows how to show each characterð
through his physical attributes, posture, gesturesðand to pick up the exact, surprising 
words to describe them. A work of exceptional quality.ò          ï Le Monde 
  
ñAn exceptional, infinitely troubling work, nothing escapes Thierry Cruvellierôs 
attentionðneither the publicôs reactions, nor the courtôs oddities, the clashes between 
foreign and Cambodian lawyers, or each sideôs motivations and weaknesses.ò   ï Le Point 
 
ñFascinating.ò            ï La Vie 
  
ñA gripping eyewitness account. Thierry Cruvellierôs book is wonderful. Against the 
backdrop of modern Cambodia, The Master of Confessions recounts the striking story of 
Duchôs trial, giving voice to both the victimsô dismaying stories and the torturerôs no less 
unbearable explanation.ò           ï Télérama 
 
THIERRY CRUVELLIER, former editor of the online 
newsletter International Justice Tribune, is currently based 
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, where he covers the 
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia 
(ECCC). He has reported on international criminal trials 
in Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and 
Colombia and is a consultant with the International 
Center for Transitional Justice. Cruvellier was a Nieman 
Fellow at Harvard University and holds a Masters in 
Journalism from Sorbonne University, Paris. He is the 
author of Court of RemorseðInside the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (University of Wisconsin Press, 2010).  
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FREEDOM AGAINST 

DEMOCRACY 
 

Current Affairs 
 

Tzvetan Todorov 
 

200 pages 
Material: manuscript in French available 

Original Publication: January 2012 
Original Publisher: Editions Robert Laffont 

 
 

In this thought-provoking and persuasive new essay, Tzvetan Todorov  
warns against the dangers threatening modern-day democracy.  

 
 
If the twentieth century marked the rise and establishment of democracy against 
totalitarian regimes, and symbolically ended with the fall of the Berlin Wall, today many 
argue that the enemy has shifted to religious extremism, terrorism, and the ruthless 
dictatorships that go with them. Todorov disagrees: underlining the founding ideas and 
evolution of the political regime, he asserts that democracyôs biggest threat has become 
its own hubris. 
 
Following the tradition of European messianism (which paradoxically makes the modern 
ñneoconsò the heirs to nineteenth-century colonialists or twentieth-century 
communists), the United States and a good number of European states have embarked 
on a crusade to enlighten those deprived of democracy through the use of force, and in 
the name of a very abstract greater good. Yet this mission to ñhelpò others has led to 
Abu Ghraib and Guantanamo, the dubious concept of ñhumanitarian bombsò and a 
moral crisis of growing proportions. 
 
Todorov argues with force that some democratic values have been distorted and turned 
into catch-phrases that serve nothing but the interest of a few individuals or 
corporations. In the context of a globalized, interconnected world, all actions are carried 
out in the name of our revered ñfreedom.ò The word ñfreedomò itself is used by the 
most far-right, undemocratic parties in Europe; ñfreedom of the individualò becomes the 
pretext for the concentration of power in the hands of a select few. 
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Drawing on recent examples such as the wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Libya, and his 
own experience growing up in a totalitarian regime, Todorov returns to examples drawn 
from the Western cannon (from an obscure controversy between Augustine and 
Pelagius, to the fierce debates amongst different tenets of the Enlightenment thinkers) 
to explore the roots of the notions of tolerance and responsibility; he makes a 
compelling case that the real democratic ideal is to be found in the delicate, ever-
changing balance between the social, economic, and political spheres. 
 

TZVETAN TODOROV is an Honorary Director of Research at the CNRS in Paris. Critic, 
philosopher, and historian, he has written on subjects ranging from literature to current 
events, morality, and esthetic philosophy, always with the same eye to the human 
element. He has been translated across the world and taught at Harvard, Yale, Columbia 
and the University of California, Berkeley, to name but a few. Todorov is also the 
recipient of numerous prizes including the Palau i Fabre, Prince of Asturias, and 
Acad®mie Fran­aise Criticsô Awards. 
 

Previous Publishers Include: Albania (Buzuku), Arabic (CAEU Med Ali Editions), 
Brazil (Barcarolla), Bulgaria (Sveti Kliment Ohridski), Italy (Garzanti), Japan (Hosei UP), 
Latin America (Galaxia Gutenberg), Netherlands (Atlas), Slovenia (Studia Humanitatis), 
Spain (Galaxia Gutenberg), Turkey (Yapi Kredi Publications), UK (Atlantic). 

 
 

Recent Works Include:  
Goya: The Dark Side of the Enlightenment  
History, 291 pages, Flammarion, March 2011, French copies available.  
 
ñAn original and fascinating homage.ò ï Livres Hebdo 
 
In an erudite, clear, and concise essay, Todorov paints the portrait of eighteenth-century 
artist Francisco Goya, highlighting his impact within his own era, while underscoring 
how the artistôs oeuvre still resonates today. Todorov focuses on the interaction between 
Goyaôs life and art, drawing the reader into the painterôs personal aesthetic while 
illuminating the contemporary significance of Goyaôs obsession with violence and 
demons. Todorov helps us grasp how, so deeply rooted in the dark side of human 
nature, Goya came to be a man of the Enlightenment.  
 
Rights to Goya sold to: Bulgaria (Iztok-Zapad), Spain (Galaxia Gutenberg), under 
negotiation in Brazil. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yale_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Columbia_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California%2C_Berkeley
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THE LAST SOLDIERS 
OF THE COLD WAR 

 
Narrative Non-Fiction 

 

Fernando Morais 
 

350 pages 
Material: copies in Portuguese, partial in English 

Original Publication: Fall 2011 
Original Publisher: Companhia das Letras 

 

 
As gripping as a spy thriller, but entirely true 

ï the dramatic story of the covert, present-day war between Cuba and the US 
 

 
The 1962 Missile Crisis may represent the height of the conflict between Cuba and the 
US, but the two countries have never ceased their heated battle across the small strait of 
water that separates them. The conflict has even involved commando attacks and a 
Cuban sleeper cell in the US ï as revealed here for the first time. 
 
Through the eighties and nineties, Florida-based, anti-Castro groups made up of Cuban-
Americans became militantly engaged in trying to bring down the Cuban leader. Their 
tactic ranged from: dusting Cuban crops with plagues of insects, interfering with Havana 
Airportôs control tower transmissions, dropping propaganda leaflets to foment rebellion. 
They even used old American war planes to invade the Caribbean islandôs air space ï 
making sure their official US Air Force markings were still visible. Havana made dozens 
of official complaints to Washington, to no avail. Behind the scenes, the Bush 
administration was giving more than tacit support to the anti-Castro groups.  
 
And as Cuba looked to tourism to ease the economic crisis aggravated by the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, the US-based groups turned the heat up even further, declaiming on 
their private broadcasting networks: ñthe international community needs to know that 
Bosnia-Herzegovina is a safer tourist destination than Cuba.ò In five years, the anti-
Castro groups carried out over 127 attacks: they bombed prominent hotels, and even 
sailed from Key West to Cuban beaches, where they opened fire with machine-guns.  
 
Finally the Cuba government decided to strike back. 
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A BESTSELLER IN BRAZIL 
 
They created the ñWasp Networkò ï a group of twelve men and two women ïto 
infiltrate Floridaôs 41 anti-Castro groups. They went deep undercover to gather 
information, prepare for attacks and undermine the anti-Castro attacksé. 
 
The Last Soldiers of the Cold War tells this secret warôs thrilling story and follows the lives 
of these unlikely spies, who from one day to the next abandoned the comfort of their 
families and friends for a life of subterfuge and adventure. Deeply researched and highly 
readable, itôs packed with twists and turns worthy of the best spy novels. 
 
Praise for Fernando Moraisô Olga:  
ñA renowned journalist, Morais proves himself to be a great researcher and a writer 
gifted with sensibility and talent. A book that tells of life and death, that speaks of 
beauty and disgrace ï a truly unforgettable story.ò              ïJorge Amado 
 
ñMorais tells the story vividly, convincingly.ò      ï Los Angeles Times 
 
ñ...a journalistic masterpiece, one that holds the reader from the first word to the last.ò 

 ï Süddeutsche Zeitung 
 
ñMore than a kind portrait, Olga is a revelation.ò           ï Le Monde 
 
ñOlga is the portrait of a time of obscurantism and terror, the age of Hitler and 
Mussolini, Franco and Stalin...ò      ï Dagens Nyheter, Sweden 

 
 

Fernando Morais is one of Brazilôs most famous 
journalists. Writing for the Jornal da Tarde and 
Veja magazine, he is a three-time recipient of the 
Esso Prize and has four-time winner of the Abril 
Journalism Award. His books include Olga, 
published by Grove/Atlantic. Morais has also 
served as São Paulo State congressman and 
Secretary for Culture and Education.  
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Narrative Non-Fiction 

 

Flemming Rose 
 

300 pages 
Material: copies in Danish, manuscript in English 

Original Publication: September 2010 
Original Publisher: JP/Politiken, Denmark 

 
 

 
An invaluable reflection on freedom of speech following  

the international ñcartoon crisis.ò 
 
 

Five years ago, Flemming Rose made the controversial decision to publish twelve 
cartoons of the Prophet Mohammed in Danish newspaper Jyllands-Posten. Little did he 
know that his actions would lead to an incendiary international debate over freedom of 
speech, which some now call ñthe 9/11 of free speech.ò  
 
An astonishing eyewitness account of the events leading up to this polarizing crisis, The 
Tyranny of Silence provides an invaluable perspective on key issues today, from freedom 
of speech to censorship, religious and ethnic oppression, tolerance, and religious 
extremism.  
 
Rose traces the events starting with the decision to commission and print the cartoons 
to its staggering consequences, from violent protests, Danish embassies set ablaze across 
the world, to threats against his life and that of various newspaper editors throughout 
the globe.  
 
This riveting analysis addresses many crucial concerns and raises the question: can 
democracy survive if it provides every religion and secular group the right to impose its 
views on all? 

ñAn intellectually exciting, fascinating, and at times touching book.  
Its greatest force is that it considers the Mohammed case not only from  
a Danish perspective, but globally.ò    ï Leif Davidsen, Jyllands-Posten 
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THE RIVETING  ACCOUNT  OF THE DANISH 

NEWSPAPER EDITOR WHO  RAN THE INFAMOUS 

CARTOONS OF THE PROPHET MOHAMMED.  
 
ñThe cartoons did not create a new reality but instead exposed what was already 
thereða reality that few people have been willing to face. It is one of cultural 
differences that put well-established norms and values under pressure: equal 
treatment of citizens, regardless of sex, age, ethnic background and religious 
affiliation. The cartoons made clear that in a world of migration, of multi-ethnic, 
multicultural and multi-religious societies, we need a conversation about which norms 
and values are open to negotiation and which are non-negotiable, in order to 
safeguard the very foundation of an open society.ò                             ï Flemming Rose 
 
Praise for The Tyranny of Silence: 
ñThe Tyranny of Silence is an important contemporary document.ò 

 ï Hans Engel, Ekstra Bladet 
 
ñAn important book. Fascinating.ò       ï Claes Katholm, Jyske Vestkysten 
 
ñFlemming Rose has written a smart, gripping, fascinating, at times very moving book. 
Five stars.ò                         ï Leif Davidsen, author of The Russian Singer and The Last Spy 
 
ñFlemming Rose has written a brilliant book about freedom, tolerance and democracy.ò 

  ï Kristeligt Dagblad 
 
ñRose has written a valuable book that should be read as thoroughly as it was written.ò 

ï Kristian Østergaard 
 
ñFlemming Rose has written an important book about 
the Mohammed crisis, one that became an important 
cause for him, in which he also shares honest and 
personal stories.ò 

     ï Tøger Seidenfaden, Politiken 
 
 
FLEMMING ROSE is cultural editor of Danish 
newspaper Jyllands-Posten. He spent fourteen years as 
foreign correspondent in Russia and in the US, and 
currently lives in Denmark. He is fluent in Danish, 
English, and Russian.   
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ñ[A]n unforgettable epic of moral courage and human endurance. . . Remarkable.ò  
 ïThe Los Angeles Times 

 
 
The facts of her story are astounding, but it is Betancourtôs indomitable spirit that drives 
this very special account. Attending as intimately to the landscape of her mind as to the 
events of her captivity, Even Silence Has an End is a meditation on the very stuff of lifeð
fear and freedom, hope and what inspires it.  
 
Betancourt shares her metamorphosis, revealing how in the daily rituals she established 
for herselfðlistening to her mother and children broadcast to her over the radio, praying 
daily, learning to weave, helping othersðshe was able to do the unthinkable: to move 
through the pain of the moment and find a place of serenity. In 2008, she was 
spectacularly freed by the Colombian army and at last reunited with her family.  
 
Her story offers an intensely intelligent, thoughtful, and compassionate reflection on 
what it really means to be human.  
 
 
ñWhen youôre chained by the neck to a tree, and deprived of all freedomðthe 
freedom to move around, to talk, to eat, to drink, to carry out your most basic bodily 
needsðwell, it took me several years to realize it, but you still have the most important 
freedom of all, which no one can take away from you: that is the freedom to choose 
what kind of person you want to be.ò                                             

  ï Ingrid Betancourt 
 


